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OIL rniELILS -WEFALL 

In  the petroleum industry there appars t o  be a rather prevalent belief 

that the 8eyelopnent of a new o i l  or gas f i e l d  i s  accumgaiiied by an abnol-iml m1o~l t  

of rainfall, 

W?posed zhnonenon, and the explanation offered i n  t h i s  case i s  that  Bta;3 d i s c h r p d  

into the sir f rom the wells favors the condensation and precipitation Of m O i s t u P 3 o  

amount of gas wasted d u r i x  the development of new o i l  and gas f i e lds  mas 

A notion of t h i s  sort necessarily leads t o  attempts t o  explain the 

enO?mOus bgfoTe the days of conservation, and i t  i s  s t i l l  considerable. 

L. G. E. Bignell, a p e t r o l m i  ejy;ineer, has gone t o  soiiie pains t o  c0npai-e 

the history of o i l -dr i l l ing  operations i n  different par t s  of the Uiiitod S t a t o s  with 

the local weather records, and he f inds,  as misht bo expected, that i n  somo cases 

the r a in fa l l  m a s  above the norm1 d.un*ing the development o f  new f i e l d s ,  thou& 

i n  m y  other cases it  was not. The r ea l  reason, howove?, for  t h o  bel ief  that 

Well-drillin:; increases r a in fa l l  seems t o  bo quite clear. The opening of m o i l  

f i e ld  involves the moving of mch heavy machinery by vagon o r  motor-truck. 

weather interferes  with th i s  process, and tho t r a f f i c  i t s e l f  adds t o  the troublQ by 

cutt ing up tho roads. The muddy roads make a las t ing  imprbssion on tho minds of 

the oilmon, a i d  thus tho  i l lus ion  is  created that abnormally T o t  mather  usually 

h i n Y  

accompanies tho oponing of an o i l  f ie ld .  

Similarly, the miruddy roads that hampcrad mil i tary bperations d u z i x  $110 
American Civil War fostorod the idaa that ba t t l e s  cauRet.raino Tho muddiness of 
the roads was just as common i n  clays of poaco but a t t rac ted  f a r  less at tent ior .  
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