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B y  Charles Fitzhugh Taluan, 
Authority on Xe teorology. 

Tne count:,.ies of southsrn Europe h x e ,  from remote times, esxi-ienced 

shomzrs of reddish dust,  sornetimes c a l l e d  l'sirocco dus t ,  1' vhich, when minc;lecl rvith 

r a in ,  produces vrhat once nere supposed t o  be s;Lo'rvcrs of blood. 

t i o m  age people nere panic-striclcen when thcse &overs occurred. 

of the fi- ight occasioned b y  a f a l l  of dust i n  Calabria, I t a l y , .  on 14wch 14, 1813, i s  

given i n  a Frecnh memoir by Luigi Sementini, published i n  1815. 

b n a k i n g  o u t  of a m f i r e  (luring thi-s shoner brought conviction tha t  the 2nd of 'Ghe 

m r l d  was at hand. 

Jn a more svpersti-  

A Er&pl?ic LLCcOunt 

Tlis accidenkal 

Toward the uictdle of the n i n e t e m t h  century much a t t e n t i o n  vas givon t o  

these d u s t f a l l s  17 t h e  Genwn naturalist C.G. Znrenberg, Those inves t iga t ions  led  

him to a curious h;rpot'nosis. Xe concluded thsf there s x i s t s  i n  the u3y:r at;:1os.T?hei-e 

a rflas s of pemne;z t ly  susperlded l i v i n g  organisms--mai~ly diatoms--and that tl?e dust 

shoners occa: yJhgn tiiis upper stratum i s  s o  d i s to r t ed  as t o  come i n  coiltact n i t h  the 

land su.iTace. He found i n  samples of f a l l e n  dust dintoms, sorne l i v ing ,  v2Ich he 

bexiwed t o  be na t iv-s  of regions as far away as South AnerSca, and he believed 

tha t  these ;;Just have f a l l e n  from an a e r i a l  ocean of l i f e  that mas cont inpiJ ly  % e j w  

replsnishcd by organisms l i f t e d  by the t7inds froril a l l  parts of the, earth. 

Sirocco dust i s  nom known t o  com from the Sahara Dmselt. 
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