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._ _ _ _ _  "Althoxh the oyster i s  very tolqrant  t o  chaqea  i n  the s a l i n i t y  of the 

Vater, and 3;r  shut t ing i t s  valves a i i d l ~ ~ e p i n g  Kiem trghtkr  closed can survive, oven 

i n  a v e ~ r  lon concentTstj.on of salts, yet  the coiidition may OCCU'L' vhen the d i lu t ion  

of the sea water i s  too g e a t  OT the exposure t o  f r e s h  water lasts longor thaa the 

organisin i R  able t o  endure. Eve-qj spring a gi*eP,t number of oysters iiilz,zbiting the 

estuar ies  near the mouths of large r ivers  a r e  k i l l e d  by f reshcts. 'I 

In  r a r e  cases nearly the whole oyster population over a @*eat area near 

the mouth of a r i v e r  i s  'destroyed i n  this may. This happened i n  Mobile say, 

Alabam, i n  the spring of 1929. 

u n f o r t u a t e  coincidence, f o r  the f i r s t  tima i n  3'7 years,  of h i& na ter  stages i n  

the Tombigbee a i d  Alabama Rivers, together with heavy raiafall near the 5ay. I A 

survey made i n  &q, 1929, shaped. t'n& the percextwe of survivors on the rOCfb3 in 

MobiLe Bay rmged fpom 0 t o  6.6. 

me f l o o d  Vnd; k i l l e d  these oysters  as clue t G  the 

In  Grant's Pass, at  the mouth of the ' O W ,  15 pQr 

cent survived. 
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