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Orange County, California, recently had a five-inch fell of rain, and tails
évent inspired Farm Advisef H. E. Wahlberg to figure up the value of the chower to
the farmers and fruit-growers on the basis of the nrices paid for irrigation water.

In the citrus groves of the county the average cost of water is 70 cents
Per acre per inch, plus spreading charges of 90 cents an acre, or a tp§§}mgf/$l.60
Pér acre inch. »Thé area of the7¢§£ﬁg&»iéhéﬁsﬁ£ 566,060 acres, of waich 60 per cent
is under cultivation and 40 per cent-is in watersheds. An.averagé fall of & inches
over the 300,000 acres of cultivated land would give the equivalent of irrigat?on
weter costing §2,400,000.

As to the remaining area Mr. Wahlhefg says: "The watersheds of the county
Cover about 200,000 acres: A five-inch rain on this area is equal to 1,000,000 acre
inches of water. It is difficult to say what this water is worth. We kmnow that we
are largely depéndent on the seepage and runoff waters to replenish our underground
Teservoirs. If only 25 per cent of the precipitation finally gete to the underground
strata from which we pump and draw our supplies, that will aggregate 250,000 acre
inches. It should be worth the 70 cents per acre inch to have it evailable for ir-
rigation purvoses. A&t that rate we should credit the storam with another $175,000.
It is generally kmown that the precipitation in the higher elevations of the watér—
Sheds is zlmost double that of the valley plain, so that this figure is very con-
servative. A five-inch rain in Oronge County has, thercfore, an intrinsic value of
$2,575,000. "
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