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--- F I R S  I&XE FIRE :72',ATEZR 

Much has been heard i n  recent years about " f i re  meather" as affectiiig the 

Prevalence of fo re s t  f i r e s ,  and the conditions tha t  give r i s e  t o  i t ,  but the f a c t  

is often overlooked Vnat a fores t  f i r e  i s  i t s e l f  the most  act ive agency i n  prodwing 

such weather i n  i t s  vicinity.  

local weather, without much regard t o  atmospheric conditions elsewhere. 

Once a f i r e  ge ts  me11 under may i t  croates i t s  o m  

!Die heat 

causes a rapid r i s e  of air and a stroilg L i d r a f t ,  which not only helps the f i r e  t o  

spread 3ut also tends t o  dry the fo re s t  l i t t e r . .  !Be heat of the f i r e  also has a 

powerful drying effect ,  

Tests made at soae distcznce i n  front of an advancing f o r e s t  f i r e  i n  the 

open showed that  the added &raft and the heat caused by the flames wss responsible 

f o r  a difference of 10 degrees i n  temperature and one of 15 t o  20 per cent,. in 

re lat ive humidity. A recent study of a going f i r e  i n  3 cut-over area showed that 

at the edge of t h i s  area i n  advance of the f i r e  the r e l s t i ve  humidity was 12 pel' 

cent..,, as compared w i t h  35 per centr i n  the adjoining forest .  
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