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THE BEGINNING OF SPRING

In Gérmany the coming of spring was once vonularly idextified ﬁith the
arrival of the first stork, or, in some districts, the firsti swallow., Whichever
of these birds was regarded as the authentic harbinger of the vernal seasén was
eagerly awaited, as winter dfew to a close, and in many places a man was posted on
a tower to watch for ‘its approach. - When he sighted it, he blew a tfﬁmpet. Waiere~
upon the commmity rejoiced and the watchman quaffed a fitting reward at the
rathskeller.

Nowadays the matter is not so.simplé,fin Gérmany or'elsewheré, because
there are several kinds of spring to choose from. According to the New English
Dictionary, spring is "the first season of the vear, or that between winter and
sumner, reckoned astronomically from the vernal equinbx to the sunmer éolsﬁice;
in popular use in Great Britain comprising the months of Feﬁruary, Mafch and
April; in the United States, March, Apkil and Ma&." xHeré we have three distinct
and mutually overlapping "springs" recognized by the leédiﬁé lexicon of the
English-speaking world. One begins Februaryl;bﬁéNbich},énd one March 21 —- a
total range of seven weeks!

Lastlj, the‘phenologists,fwho measure the progress of;thé seasons
bioclogically, sometimes describe aé the "beginning of sﬁring" ;hé average.af the
blossoming dates of several common spring—floﬁering planté, end this varies froim

one locality to another. R
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