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- THE B3GIEX?JG OF SPRING 

Ii1 Ge:;illany the coming of spring was Once po?ulmly ide:tified. n i t h  the 

YkiC’never arrival of tke f irst  stork, o r ,  i n  some d i s t r i c t s ,  tho f i r s t  swallow. 

of these b i r d s  was regarded as the authentic harbinger of tho vernal season ~ 2 5  

eagerly awaited, as winter drew t o  a c lose ,  and i n  many places a man mas ;posted. on 

upon the c0;r;mity rejoiced and the watchman quaffed a f i t t i n g  reward at the 

rathskel ler  . 
Nomadays the matter i s  not s o  simple, i n  Germany Oi* elsewhere, because 

SWLner, reckoned astronomically f rorn the vernal equinox t o  the suiinner so ls t ice ;  

i n  Popular use i n  Great Bri ta in  coinprisiilg the months o f  Pebruary, March and 

April; i n  the United S ta tes ,  &mch, A - p t i l  and M E E Y . ~ ~  

and Wtua1l.y overlapping I1springslt recognized by the leading lexicon of t h e  . 

English-spealrinz world. One begins February 1 ,,.om March> ,and one h r c h  21 -- a 

t o t a l  rarge of seven weekst 

Here we have three d l s t i x t  

Lastly,  the phenologists, who rneasu-e the progress o f  the seasons 

biological ly ,  sorne times describe as the “beginnin,: o f  spring” the average of tlm 

bloasoming dates  of several  common spring-flowering plants ,  and t h i s  vai-ics f zm 

one l o c a l i t y  t o  another. 
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