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HAVOC: WROUGHT BY RAIN

Agricultural lands in many'pafts-of ths world nre te:riﬁly ravaged by the
erosive action of rainm. bn slopinz ground, unless well protected by vegetation,
evsry neavy shower: washes immense quantities of soil down to the streams; and much
of this eventually reaches the oceans The top soil thus carriecd away is usuvally
the most fertile and its loss is irreparable.

Some of the most striking examples of this destructive process are found
in the United States, where it is estimated that rain erosion removes from the
soil 126,000,000,000 -pounds of plant-food material every year--about 21 times as
much as is removed by crops. The area of once fertile iand peraanently suined by
the process amounts to many milliomsof acres. In a single county in the south-
eastern United States a total .of 91,000 acres formerly under cultivation -has been
made unfit for agriculture. .

The magnitude of such losses in the United States has be@n.frequently
pointed out during the past twenty-five -~ars, but the Federal government has only
recently taken seriosus steps to check the evil. Congress apnropriated money last
vear for =stablishing a nurbér of experiment stations, at waich elaborétc studies
will be made of erosion and its effects -on different kinds of -soils under various

topographic conditions and tests will be made of all xmown met .ods of protection. .
The most familiar protective measure is terracing. '
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