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ABOUT DER-POXDS

There are few places in the world where, in time of drousht, it is
necessary to seck water on the_hilltops rather than in the valleys, and the reglon
chiefly famous for this peculiarity is the "down" country of southern England. Tae
Wgter is found in sq~¢a1}ed_"degfpppds"fon‘ﬁhe summits of the downs. Apparently
these ponds are all of artificial origin. Some were constructed in prehistoric
times, while others have been made during the present goneration., A shallow de—
Pression is hollowed in the chalkyfsoil, and this is lined with a compact layer of
clay., Sometimes a layer of straw is placed either above or under the clay. An
overlylng layor of rubble. is sometimes added to orovent perforation of\the bottom
by the hoofs of animals,

As these ponds romain well filled in. the ebsence of rain, evon when cod-
stantly.used for watoring shcep and cattle, it has gonerally boon sunposed that
they are fod by dow. It has ovon bocn nroposcd to construct  similer ponds in
other parts of the world for the purposc of clzing out a scanty water supply. Howe
evor, a serics of investigations conducted some years azo by Mr. B. A. Martiﬁ, with
the aid of a g?ént frém tﬁe Roya1'Socioty,.lcd to tho éonclusion that the roal
source of the water is the wet.fogvtﬁat often drifts in from the sea, and that dov
has no important part,in<fi;1iﬁg thom.

(A11 figﬁts rosarfdd by Scienco Service, Iac.) .
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