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- SOUTS P-4CIFI C DUSTFALLS 

O n  Octobey 25 a id  26 of last year a dense smoky haze prevailed i n  the 

South Pacif ic  island of Niue (Lat .  19 S., 131-g. 170 W.). Accordiag t o  Dr. Edvard 

Kidson, Dircctor af thc Nev Zealand hktooi-ologicol Office, th i s  haze resulted f i v m  

bush f i r e s  in  Australia, 2,300 miles amy. 

aiVWd a cyclonic disturbance, wllich m s  cea t ra l  i n  t h e  Fasillan Sea 011 the 22nd a d  

i n  the fol lomiizg d a y  passed eastward t o  the nor lh  of Hew Zealand. 

southern-heinisphei-e cgcloi1es, the ninds blew i n  a clockwise diroc t i o l l  around t'ne 

center, and the strong west t o  SOUt'n winds i n  the :iorthvost quadrant of the S t o i X  

mde ideal conditians f o r  caryyillg smoke and dust from Australia t o  the Pacific 

i s  lands . 

The winds that carried the snake 31ew 

AS i n  all 

111 di-y neather smoke and dust from Australia is sanetimes spread by the 

minds sometimes carry great quantit ies of such xatei-ial eastnard over Nen Zcnlmd. 

On October 6-10, 1928, dust of Australian origin stained the ST~O'PJ a pale chocolate 

color f o r  'nundreds of miles along tine main mountah ranges of the South Island, 

m k O 3  the stain remained. v i s ib le  f o r  months. 

Zealand on that  occasion mas conservatively e s t i w t e d  at 200,000 tom31 

Tho m o u n t  of the deposit i n  :Ten 
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