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A CAS2 OF BALL LIGHTNING 

The inn standing a t  the s u m i t  of the Faulharn (a l t i tude  8,800 f e e t ) ,  

in the Swiss  Alps, though surrounded by a ser iee  of lightning-rods, has beon the 

Scene of two reaarkable cases of b a l l  l ishtning,  both of which occured indoors: 

one i n  1914 and the other i n  1921. 

witnessed by Suzanne Iacci ,  who bas chargo of the inn. 

Neither did any dauagoa The Second Cas0 ~VM 

She says: 

"About 5 p.m. of a hot f ine  July aftornoon I was i n  the dininwroom of tho 

hotel  with my sistor Margaret and s i x  o t b r  guests. 

approaching from the cas t ,  but noithor ra in ,  h a i l  nor snow fcll boforo tho occur- 

A dark cloud was noticed 

CnCC of tho f i re -ba l l s ,  and only d is tan t  liGhtnin.5 had baon obsorvod. 

f rom the air i n l e t  of the largo stove, i n  which a smll wood f i r e  was burning, C a O ,  

Pract ical ly  simultaneously, a largo number of vcry bright round b a l l s  of VmiOus 

Suddenly 

colors, the largcst  porhaps nearly as largo as my hsad. Alzuost a t  tho 6amc nmmt 

EL dreadful doafcning explosion occurred, and the balls had all vanished. 

Was fu l l  o f  a grey smoke -- pcrhiips disturbed dust -- and a strong p o C U l i a r  odor 

The room 

was obsorvod. I opened the doors t o  c lear  t h o  air ,  and then omminod the room. 

I could find no signs of scorching on*th&.curtp,ins, f l o m r s  o r  t'no UnellC~oSod 

stuffed birds  and animals i n  tho room. Tho f i r e  had not bcon distmbod and nom 

of tho fuol vas ojoctod. Tho $Uo5tS mho mere noarost  tho stove momentnrily ex- 

perienced a s l igh t  e l ec t r i c  shock, but no one !7a8 injured.1' 
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