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--- ICE AGES AXD GLACIAL PEZIODS 

Though most d ic t ionar ies  and other reference books have not yet discovered 

the f a c t ,  the  conceptions of i c e  ages and g l a c i a l  periods now current among geolo- 

g i s t s  a r e  qui te  d i f fe ren t  from those that  prevailed when science knew of only one 

?eriod of widespread g lac ia t ion  i n  the earth! s his tory ,  which was cal led e i t h e r  'IthB" 

ice  age o r  llthell g l a c i a l  poriod. 

ideas and s o  does the use of 'lice age11 and "glacial  period" as synonymous terms. 

mie d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  thus used embodies obsolete 

I n  the geological past  there have been several great  i c e  ages. The l a t e s t  

one, cal led the Quaternary I c e  Age, probably began Borne 700,000 o r  800,000 years 

ago, and we a r e  apparently l i v i n g  i n  a mild stage of i t  today. Since i t  began tho 

ear th  has passed through a s e r i e s  of cold Ifglacial periods," a l te rna t ing  n i t h  mild 

" in te rg lac ia l  periods.ff 

broken up i n t o  r e l a t i v e l y  cold and r e l a t i v e l y  mild periods, though there is not 

It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the e a r l i e r  ice  ages were s imilar ly  

much evidence on t h i s  point. 

I n  general ,  each of the ice  ages l a s t e d  sevaral  hundred thousand years,  

While the intervals  of time botweon thom, during which the climate of the ear th  was 

Probably much milder than i t  i s  now, las tcd  tons of mill ions o r  hundreds of mill ions 

Of Years. Thus an i ce  age i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  br ie f  episode i n  the cl imat ic  h i s tory  Of 

the ear th ,  and a g l a c i a l  period i s  a s t i l l  b r i e f e r  episode of an ice  age. 
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