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Probably the c o s t l i e s t  l igh tn ing  stroke i n  a11 h i s t o r y  was the one tha t  
Naval 

occurred on the aftcarnoon of July 10, 1926, at the United States/AmmUition Depot 

a t  Lake Denmark, N.J. 

about 5:15 p.m., and black smoke wss immediataly seen i ssu ing  from thc: building. The 

f i r s t  of a s e r i e s  of tremendous eq).osions took p lacs  five minutos l a t o r .  

shook the country for milas around, to re  houses f r o m  t h o i r  t h o i r  f ound@tions, hur led  

vehicles o f f  the highways and darkened the sky w i t h  barrages O f  smoke. 

b i g  s h e l l s ,  depth bombs, cans of high explosives and cases of powder Continued t o  

The b o l t  struck one of the numorous magazines a t  tha t  place 

These 

For days 

explode, as f i r e  o r  a s t r a y  s h e l l  reached one building a f t e r  another. 

lives were l o s t  and tile property damage reached $93,000,000, including tha t  done t o  

hundreds of buildings i n  nearby toms and vil lages.  

the t o t a l  losses due t o  l igh tn ing  throughout the world i n  an average year. 

t o  say, the  same year tha t  witnasscd t h i s  unprecedcntad d i s a s t ~ r  i n  the eas te rn  pa r t  

Of the cohtinont was markcd by the occurrence i n  Cal i forn ia ,  a few months e a r l i e r ,  

Of Oil f i r e s  due t o  l igh tn ing  with aggregate losses  of $20,000,000~ 

Thirty-one 

This f i g u r e  probably exceeds 

Strange 
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