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BALLS OR POINTS? -- 
On Sunday afternoon, June 18, 1764, tic s teeple  of S t .  B r ids l s  Church, i n  

Lmdm,  one ,;f the a rch i t ec tu ra l  monumants of Christophcr Vron, vas struck and badly 

damaged by lightning, D r .  V i l l i a m  Vatson, a pioneer advocate of lightning-rods, 

Published an account of t h i s  stroke, demonstrating tha t  the? s teep le  m i g h t  hZve boon 

saved from in jury  if i t  had been oquimod 4 t h  a rod. 

t h a t  the dean and chapter of St.  paij l ts  Cathedral sought the advice of the Royal 

One r e s u l t  of t h i s  w e n t  was 

Society as t o  the adv i sab i l i t y  of placing rods on tha t  ed i f ice .  .The question was 

re fer red  t o  a committee, of mnich Benjamin Franklin,  Di'. ',?atson and other eminent 

a u t h o r i t i e s  on e l e c t r i c i t y  were members. 

A l l  members of the committee favored the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of r o d s ,  bu t  one, 

a Mr. Wilson, strongly urged that  the rods should terminate i n  b a l l s  rather than 

Points. 

paUlrs, the discussion launched at that t i m o  concerning tho r e l a t i v e  m a i t s  of 

Tnough he  MI.^ overruled and pointed li@itning-rods nere erocted on S t .  

Pointed and ball-t ipped rods raged f o r  years. The controversy soon becarne mafnly 

a p o l i t i c a l  one. 

b a l l  t o  be placed on the top of a conductor erected Jver h i s  palace. 

King George favored the ltbsll1l par ty  and ord-ered a large cannon- 

Hence the 

court f a c t i o n  and the ultra-conservatives were aligned on the s ide  of b a l l s ,  while 

Persons tvho agreed with Franklin and put t h e i r  f a t t h  i n  pointed roda incurred the 

suspicion of being ta in ted  with the republicanism of which Franklin vas likewise a 

champion. S i r  John Pr ingle  had t o  resign the presidency of the Royal Society because 

he avoned himself an advocate of pointed l i g h t n i n p r o d s i  
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