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TOI?XADOES IN THE WI"ED STATZS --- - - -- --- 
Tornadoes are notor ious ly  commoner i n  the United S t a t e s  and southern 

Canada than i n  any o the r  p a r t  of the  world. I n  the United S t a t e s  a s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  

been made i n  r ecen t  yeacrs by the  Fea ther  3ureau t o  c o l l e c t  complete and a C C l l r a t e  

" a t i s t i c s  of these  storms, ana a recant f rui t  of this undertaki.ng is the  publica- 

tion i n  the last Ysarbook of the  United S t a t e s  Dopartmsnt of AgricUltUro of a S m a l l  

chart showing the  r e l a t i v e  frequency of tornadoes i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of the country,  

as determined from the  records f o r  t he  13-year per iod  19164928, inc lus ive .  lfne 

is  d iv ided  i n t o  equal  s ec t ions  100 miles  square (l0,OOO square miles), and 

the c h a r t  shows the average annual  number of tornadoes t h a t  occurred. i n  each s e c t i o n l  

The h ighes t  f i g u r e  on the  c h a r t  i s  3.2 i n  extreme nor theas te rn  ~a ,nsas*  

figure means t h a t  wi th in  a n  area of 10,000 square mi les  i n  that p a r t  of the 

tornadoes avsragc a l i t t l e  over t h ree  a year.  As,*however, the average 

des t ruc t ive  a r e a  of a tornad.0 is only about 10 square mi les ,  the Iltomado expeCtancY'' 

f o r  any -particular p lace  wi th in  the  region mentioned would be only one- 

thousanCth as e r e a t  as t h a t  of the e n t i r e  area. 

found i n  c e n t r a l  Arkansas, while  over Iowa the  figures range from 2.0 t o  2.5. 

The next  h ighes t  figure, 3.0,ie 

Somi: 

s ec t ions  i n  the  oas t e rn  s t a t e s ,  inc luding  a l l  of Maine, had no tornadoes 

the per iod conaidsred,  and tornadoes ware lack ing  o r  vosy scarce  cv?rywhcrc 

West of the  Rockiesu 
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