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PIOXEER STUDIIES LIGHTNING 

On November 7, 1749, Benjamin Franklin drew up a l i s t  of the a t t r ibu tes  

that he had observed lightning and e lec t r i c i ty  t o  have i n  common, concluding W i t h  

the words: 

"The e lec t r ia . :  f l u i d  is  at t racted by points,  and we do not know whether . 

But since they agree i n  all the par t iculars  wherein th i s  property i s  i n  lightning. 

Can already compare them, is  i t  not probable that  they agree likewise i n  th i s?  

Let the experimeut:. be made." 

The experiment was duly made i n  the year 1'752, but whether f i r s t  on M. 

Dalibardt s e s t a t e  near Paris--where, i n  accordance with suggestions published by 

a pointed iron rod had been se t  up f o r  the purpose of observing the 

Possible effects  of passing thunderstorms--or by hhe h e r  ican philosopher himself, 

with his famous k i t e ,  at Philadelphia, i s  not altogether certain. The date of the 

French experiment is laom. I t  was on May 10, 1.753, that  Dalibardrs servant, Coif- 

f i e r ,  drew spafLs f rom the i ron conductor when thunderclouds gathered overhead, but 

Franklin has l e f t  us guessing as t o  the date when he flew h i s  ki te .  

Placed conjecturally from one t o  two months a f t e r  the date of the episode i n  France. 

It has been 

We know, however, that  Franklin se t  up a rod on h i s  house i n  September 

Of the same year, and that  many rods vere soon aftemardr>erected, par t ly  f o r  sci- 

en t i f ic  and par t ly  f o r  pract ical  reasons, on both sides of the Atlantic. 

also renewed experiments with k i tes .  

There were 

M. Romas, i n  France, b u i l t  a huge k i t e  with a 

area of 18 square f ee t  and flown f rom B s t r ing  nound with copper wire, With 

this apparatus he obtained sparks 10 f e e t  long during a thunderstorm. 
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