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----- THE TOftBR CfE' THE WINDS 

I n  the hear t  of Athens stands a well-preserved ancient monument, an 

octagonal building of marble, known i n  modern times as the Tower of the iVinds, 

though it was or iginal ly  cn l led  the Horologion of Andronicus Cyrrhestes. Author- 

i t i e s  d i f f e r  about i t s  age. 

159 3.C. 

double purpose of a time-keeper and EL wind-indicator. 

According t o  one account i t  was erected i n  the year 

I ts  b u i l d e r , ~ i t r o n i c ~ s , w a s  an astronomer, and the structure served the 

On the outer walls were a nu-iber o f .  sun-dials. Then the sun w a s  not 

shining the time was obtained f r o m  a water-clock i n  the inter ior .  Tho roof Was 

Pointed s i t h  a wand t o  the direction from which tho vind vas bloaing. 

has long since disappeared,. Running around the top of the walls may s t i l l  be seen 

a ser ies  of eight panels, each of which bears, i n  r e l i e f ,  a symbolic figure repre- 

This vane 

senting one of the eight winds as recognized by the Atlienians. 

Many modern pictures have been published of these figures -- Old Boreas, 

i n  h i s  cloak, Zepbyr, scattering spring flowers, etc. -- but the pictures a re  not 

always f a i th fu l  t o  the originals. On the tower a l l  the figures face t o  the right. 

Many yoars ago copies of tho r e l i e f s  wero mado fo r  decorating tho l ib rary  of Blue 

H i l l  Observatory, near Boston. 

Were reversed so that  they face t o  the l o f t ,  and copies of theso rcrverssd figures 

have sometimes appeared i n  recant pars  i n  books and magazines. 

For architectural  reasons half  of tho figuros 
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