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NPGLECTED FORECASTS 

The weather forecas t ing  services inaintained nowadays i n  a l l  c i v i l i z e d  

countries a r e  of enormous value t o  mankind, bu t  i t  i s  qui te  safa  t o  say that t h e i r  

Po ten t i a l  value is  vas t ly  g rea t e r  than t h e i r  ac tua l  value. A cz r t a in  la rge  percent- 

age of the public ge ts  no d i roc t  b m c f i t  f r o m  weathor fo recas t s ,  though ovorybody 

might do s o  i n  on3 way o r  another. The avcragc c i t i z c n  could cu t  down h i s  f u d  

b i l l s  i n  winter and prsvznt some of h i s  outings bJing spoiled by showers i n  Summer 

if he kept close watch of the da i ly  weather predictions.  

I n  tho commercial and indus t r i a l  world there a r e  innumerable instances of 

Partial o r  complete neglect of the forecas t ing  services by i n t e r e s t s  t ha t  have a 

la rge  stake i n  the weather. Here i s  a case i n  point: 

Unt i l  a few years ago the ra i l roads  centering a t  S t .  Louis experienced 

serious losses every winter i n  connection with shipments of sand and gravel t o  t ha t  

c i t y  f r o m  surrounding points.  

a Cold snap occui-red bsforc unJ.oa&ing, th? m t z t 2 r i a l  f roze  so l id  i n  ths  ca r s  and they 

could not ba dumped. 

These materials were loRded wet i n t o  coal cars. If 

This rcsu l tcd  i n  demurrage chargas and the tie-up of r o l l i n g  

stock tha t  was often badly ndcdod on the l ines .  

before the r a i l roads  adopted ths  obvious remedy of gc t t i ng  r Jgular  temperature fore- 

c a s t s  from the Weather Bureau and sending warnings of impending f reezes  t o  the ship- 

Pint% points.  Now, when such warnings a r e  received, the loading of Cars i s  suspended 

and cars  already loaded a r e  dumped instead of being sent forward t o  destination. The 

companies report  savings of thousands of dollars a year th rowh t h i s  Practice--mhich 

could just as ne11 have been adopted many years sooner. 

Tha s i t u a t i o n  provailcd f o r  y?arS 
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