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-- THE ST.ATOSCOPE 

The s ta toscope  is a s e n s i t i v e  form of barometer, which is  not used,  as i 9  

the ordinary barometer,  to  measure the a c t u a l  pressure  of the  a i r  a t  a c e r t a i n  time 

bu t  Serves merely to  show whether the  a i r  pressure  i s  increas ing  o r  d-ecreasinz, and 

a t  what r a t e .  Statoscopes are used mainly by aeronauts  f o r  de t ec t ing  and measuring 

v e r t i c a l  movements of aircraft, but  a l s o  i n  some cases  by observers  on terra f i r m a  

f o r  no t ing  sudden changes of p ressure  accompanyin4 the  passage of Storms, etC. 

S t i l l  another  u se  occas iona l ly  made o f  this s e n s i t i v e  instrument i s  f o r  

The pressure  of tho air at the  c r e s t  of a measuring the  he igh t s  of waves at sea. 

Wave i s  s l i g h t l y  less than that i n  ther trough, and a statoscope i n s t a l l e d  on a 

vesse l  small enough t o  be l i f t e d  the  fu l l  he igh t  of the wave can be used t o  measure 

this  d i f f e r e n c e ,  j x i s t  as an a l t i m e t e r  i s  used t o  measure the  he igh t  of a mountain, 

though the process  is sub jac t  t o  some e r r o r s  and unce r t a in t i e s .  

must bo placed i n  a c e n t r a l  pos i t i on  on the v e s s e l ,  so as t o  e l imina to  the of foc ts  

of P i tch ing  and r o l l i n g ,  and if a s t rong  wind i s  blowing allowance must be  made f o r  

the e f f e c t s  of  g u s t s  on tho  readings.  

record with a pen on a shaet  of paper ,  was used by W. S. Bruce f o r  measuring ocean 

Waves during the An ta rc t i c  voyage of the  "Scot ia ,11 and i n  more recont  yoars  many 

similar measurements have been made i n  var ious  p a r t s  of the ocean on the  French ex- 

p lo r ing  s h i p  "Pourquoi Pas?" by Lieut. J. Rouch. 

Tho instrument 

A r e g i s t e r i n g  s ta toscope,  which t r a c e s  i t s  
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