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By Charles Fitzhugh Talmen,
Authority on Meteorology.

4 LOFTY WEATHER OBSERVATORY

Since the closing many years ago of the observatory operated by the
United States government on Pike!s Peak, there has been no other weather observaw
tory in the United States or Canada per;hed g0 high as that now eoxisting at the
summit of Mount Rbse, Nevada, 10,800 feet above sea level,

This lofty outloock owes its creation to the enthusiasm of its present
director, Profs J+ E. Church, Jr., who teached Latin at the University of Nevada
but is best known to the world at large as a meteorologist. He installed thermomer
ters on the top of this mountain in the summer of 19056 in order to learn something
about the temperatures prevailing in the High Sierra. The discovery that frost
predictions could be made with considerable certainty from the mountaintop in ade
vance of instrumental iﬁdications below led the state authorities to provide a
small sum toward erecting an observatory there, and it was completed late in the
Year 1906.

The building has the shape and furnishings of a small ship?s cabin. Un-
like most dbservgtories, it is not intended for cohtinuous occupancy but merely for
.OCCQSional vigits. The instruments have, accordingly, been designed to trace auto-
matic records without attention for long ?eriods of time. Hecords of temporature,
humidity, barometyric pressure, wind movement, wind direction, sunehine and time
are all traced on a single large sheet, and the clockwork that moves. this sheet
under the recording pens will run for at leést two months with one winding.
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