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RTCORD-BREAKING tPEATHESI 

A paradox f a m i l i a r  t o  meteorologists i s  the f a c t  that normal weather r a re ly  

For example, the average temperature f o r  the month of January a t  Chicago f o r  Occurs. 

the period of 83 years 1830-1912, inclusive,  was 24, but there wcro only two years 

during tha t  period-viz, 1832 and 1903--when tho mean temperature f o r  January was 24: 

i n  every other year i t  mas higher o r  lover. 

I t  i s  a somewhat l e s s  familiar paradox, tha t  the extreme recorded values 

of the various wwther elements-such as the lIrecord1l high o r  l o w  temperature-are 

constantly being surpassed at on2 place or another, s o  that the breaking of weather 

records is a more or  less continuous performance. tipO A. Mattice, of the U. S O  

Weather Bureau, has recent ly  examined the s t a t i s t i c s  of highest and lowest tempera- 

tures recorded month by month during long s e r i e s  of years at about 200 regular sta- 

t ions  of t ha t  bure iu  i n  order t o  f i n d  out how often new IJrecords” of t hem elements 

a re  os tab lishedr 

I t  appears tha t  during the in t e rva l  of 43 month8 from June, 1926, t o  

December, 1929, inc lus ive ,  there were 501 cases a t  the 200 stations i n  whkh the 

highest o r  lowest temperature previously recorded f o r  a ce r t a in  month at a ce r t a in  

Place w a s  equaled o r  exceedede 

broken, A summary by months shows tha t  “recordst1 f o r  highest  o r  lowest values f o r  
months were equaled o r  exceeded i n  41 out of the 43 months, o r  95 por cent. of the 
t h e ,  and tha t  l!records’l of both maximum and m i n i m  temperatur,:s were equaled or  
exceeded i n  26 months, o r  60 per  cent.  Of tho t h o .  

less reveal a vas t ly  greator amount of rccord-breaking, 
mcnt as “Yostoy&,g was tho tvarmcst ( o r  co ldes t )  May 6 th  ever recorded at BlaxkvilleIi 
describes a species of recorh-breaking t h a t ,  i n  a country as la rge  as the United 
S t a t e s ,  happens somewhere every day, and that a t  Blankvi3 l e  i t s e l f  yrob&bly happens 
several  t ims  a yeare 

( A l l  r i gh t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

I n  230 of these cases the previous I’record1‘ was 

An ana lys i s  of da i ly  r a the r  than monthly temperature values would doubt- 
I n  other words, such a statcl 
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