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LIGHTNING FOLKLOR3 

The idea tha t  l igh tn ing ,  a f t e r  s t r i k i n g  the ear th ,  rebounds t o  the clouds 

i s  found i n  the o l d  mythologies. 

t o  return t o  h i s  hand, and the same t a l c  was to ld  of Odin's spear and Thorss h m u r ,  

both of which were iden t i f i ed  with lightning. k survival of th i s  notion is the 

custom s t i l l  prevalent i n  soma p a r t s  of Bavaria of leaving a l l  tho windows Open 

during a thunderstorm 60 t ha t  if l igh tn ing  entors a house i t  may have free vent t o  

get out again. 

The thunderbolts h u r l &  by Indra were Said thx 

"You must take your h a t  o f f  t o  tho l igh tn ing  i n  the South American town 

of Quito,tt says an English journal,  "unless you want t o  be g u i l t y  of very bad form. 

There thc l igh tn ing  i s  deeply respected. Evcryonc removes h i s  h a t  when i t  f lashes ,  

no matter i f  r a i n  is f a l l i n g ,  and when the s t r e e t s  a r c  busy and l igh tn ing  is 

abundant a grotesque o f fec t  i s  poducod by thosc: saIuLationset1 

In the Tyrol the mountaineers throw n o t t l e s  on the f i r e  t o  pro tec t  them- 

se lves  f r o m  l ightning. 

Piece f o r  the SESE purpose. 

In  northern I t a l y  an o l ive  branch i s  kept on the chimnoy- 

In  ancient times i t  vas considered sacr i leg ious  t o  imitnto thunder am1 

every s ide  t G  counter fe i t  lightning. 

real thunderbolts af Jove, 

Ee vas destroyed f o r  h i s  prcsumptim by 'che 
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