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‘H3ATIKG E ORCX&D 

Fro s t  i s  t h e  cli ief weather hazard of f ru i t - s rowicg  i n  the Unitod S t a t c s  

Canada. I t  is s a i d  t o  da:mge apples  a lone ,  i n  the United S t a t e s ,  t o  t he  average 

of $40,000,000 a y e a r ,  though the  aoplo i s  one of the h a r d i o r  f ru i t s  and 

comparativoly l a t e  i n  the spri3.g. Horn can t’nepe !ossoS be rOd-UCCd? 

Orchard-hep-ting is  a, c o s t l y  method of p ro tec t ion .  I n  c e r t a i n  regions and 

in connection wiih t h e  qrovrth of c e r t a i n  f ru i t s  i t  i s  an ocoiiomically SOUnd Prac- 

tice, bu t  i n  most f rui t -growing r eg ions  i t  docs no t  g ive  r e s u l t s  justffYinlZ the ex- 

pense involved. The U. S. Dollartmcnt of Agr i cu l tu re  says: 

“ I n  tho case  of c i t m s  f r u i t s  i n  many l o c z l i t i o s  f rost ;  g ro toc t ion  bocomes 

In  a P a r t  of the nocoasary p r a c t i c e  involved i n  re,p;ular and -pro€itablo prodUction. 

the Case of applos  the hazards  are not  so g roa t  as with citrus f r u i t s  and under 

n o r ~ l  cond i t ions ,  ou t s ide  of t h e  Pac i f i c  northwest , tho o.ddi.tioiia1 c rop  insurance 

Provided by orchard-hest ing is not  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  j u s t i f y  investment i n  the necessary 

equiPm@nt end  i t s  opera t ion .”  

I t  should be added t h a t  even i n  the r e s t r i c t e d  areas where orchard-beating 

is an  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e  i t  could  h a r d l y  be ca , r r ied  on economically without the 

aid of an i n t e n s i v e  system of temporature observa t ions  aiid f r o s t  p red ic t ions ,  such 

as the  U. S. FBei?thcr Qureau maintains  i n  i t s  l t f r u i t - f r o s t t t  s e r v i c e s ,  the p r i n c i p a l  

t h e a t ~ l *  of  which i s  t h e  c i t rus -groving  reg ion  of southorn Cal i forn ia .  
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