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FIPX TEATHER - I N  -- THE: LAST 

The disas t rous  epidemic of f i r e s  i n  woods, f i e l d s  and towns tha t  broke 

loose a few days ago i n  the eastern United S ta tes  furnishes a s t r i k i n g  Proof of 

the fact that  the hazard o f  " f i r e  weather" is not  pecul iar  t o  the f o r e s t s  of 

North America, where so much has been heard about i t  i n  recent years. I n  

the Pacif ic  coast  region, with i ts  dry summers, the  f i r e  season extends from late 

spring to  the middle of autumn, but i n  the east fires a r e  more prevalent in spring 

and fall.  A few days of w a r m ,  dry weather i n  the spring before vegetation is Well 

advanced, by drying the b& leaves of the previous autumn gives favorable conditions 

f o r  f i r e .  Such conditions preceded the recent conflagrations.  Droughty weather' 

had prevailed f o r  some weeks; the temperature had mounted above the average for  the 

season; and, above a l l ,  strong, dry westerly winds precoded and accornpanfed the 

o u t  break. 

I t  would be a mistake t o  say that the f i r e s  were favored merely by a 

The most important element of  " f i r e  weather" ?Is combination of drought and wind. 

recognized to be the humidity of the atmosphere, A prevalence of winds from 

the ocean, ra ther  than from the i n t e r i o r  of the contfnent,would have kept the atmos- 

phere moiet and the moisture i n  the a i r  would, i n  turn, have moistened the f o r e s t  

l i t t e r ,  dead grass ,  e t c . ,  so t h a t ,  desp i te  the previous lack of r a i n ,  there would 

have been l i t t l e  danger ,of f i r e .  

I 

The winds uridoubtedly helped t o  spread the flames, 

ther w p e ,  iai? contr ibutors  t o  the d i s a s t e r ,  equally e f fec t ive  i n  drying Out the 
4 .  

combustible mater ia ls  . 
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