
A Science Service Feature - -  
Released upon receipt 
but intended f o r  use 
May 114, 1930. 7 lVHYTHJ3' ;pERTH~ ? Mailad May 7, 1930 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

KEEPING WATCH BOX TYPHOONS 

Zilcawoi Obsjrvatory, which has beon maintaincd f o r  m o m  than half Et century 

the Jesu i t s  i n  a suburb of Shanghai, bosides being thc hoadquarbxs of thc! IflrtVSt 

m o f f i c i a l  weather service i n  the morld, is famous among mariners f o r  i t s  typhoon 

More than a t?LOUSand of these dreaded storms have been heralded by the 

Observatory since i t  began i t s  work and many thousand' l i ves  have undoubtedly been 

saved by these announcements. 

The obsdrvatolry receives an average of two hundred reports a day by radio 

or wire f r o m  a netnork of meethcr s ta t ions  extending a l l  tho may from Siberia t o  

and from Indo-China t o  the island of Guam, as no11 as from many ships a t  sea. 

Typhoons approach the continent from the t ropical  North Pacif ic ;  usually 

from a region well t o  the snstnard of the Phili$pin.es. From the time one is re- 

Ported radio bul le t ins  are sent out a t  frequent intervals ,  t e l l i ng  of i t s  location 

and movement. For the benofit o f  s h i p  and small cra.ft i n  the harbor of 'manghai 

information is given by means of symbols displayed from a ta l l  semaphore mast 

located close t o  the waterfront in tho French Concession. 

tory Staff remains at the semaphore while the signals a r e  UP t o  answer questionso 

A member of the observa- 

cannon, 
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