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The ccrcmon pimpenel  ( h a g a l l i s  arvenai8L.)--the plant  t h a t  , i n  Tennysoni S 

poem, "dozed on the l e a , "  and t'aat supplied the theme and t i t l e  of a l a t e l y  popular 

novel by the Baroneus Orcsy--is a nat ive of the Old Worl.2, widely naturalized i n  

North America. 

because i t  i s  supposed t o  clooe i ts  blossoms before a shower, 

tioned by Gerard, the 1Eth century herba l i s t ;  

Rules,11 first p b l i s h e d  i n  1744, and i n  many old rhWea; e-g-2 

For eexierations i t  has been knom as the "poor man1 s weather-glass, I! 

This habi t  i s  men- 

also i n  ''The Shepherd Of Banburyls 

It  i s  o ~ l y  i n  resent yc;ars that anybody has undertaken t o  invest igate  the 

Prophetic powers ascribed t o  t h i s  p lan t ,  and they turn out t o  have been r idiculously 

Oveyratedo 

Plants growing i n  the immediate v i c i n i t y  of a weather s ta t ion .  

250 observations of the p lan ts  showed t h a t  the bloasoms normally open in  the mol'ning 

an,d close infhe afternoon, but f a i l  t o  open unless the r o l a t i v e  humidity Of the  air  

AII Englishmen, 3.5.  Si lvea ter ,  made frequent examinations of pimpernel 

A t o t a l  of nearly 

below about 80 per cent. Apparently the process is  not e f fec ted  by other 

weather elements o r  by tho i n t e n s i t y  of daylight. 

cm'.2@ hygroscope. 

The pimpernel is, therefore,  a 

If its blossoms a r e  found c losed  i n  the middle of the b y ,  a i r l y  

humidity is indicated,  but  this does not  mean, necsssttrily, t h a t  mi* is at 

hand* 

found blossoms open seven times when r a i n  was a c t u a l l y  f a l l i n g t  

Noither does an open blossom mean that tho weather w i l l  be for Silvester 

(All r i g h t s  reserved by  Science Service, Pnc.) 

SCI3NCE smV'1 c3 
21st and B S t s .  
Washington, DOC. 

ccI.---...-cI 


