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RAIX BIRDS 

Birds of many species a re  supposed t o  f o r e t e l l  r a i n  by the i r  c r i e s  and 

there are numerous pro%erbs and o ld  sayings on the subject; e.g., 

"When the peacock loudly bawls 
Soon wet11 have both rain and squ&lis.ll 

Guinea f o w l s  a r e  said t o  squawk more than usual before rain. 

'rain bird"; hence Shakespearefs '!clamorom as a parrot against rain." 

The parrot is another 

The green 

Woodpeckerfe cry i s  supposed t o  portend r a in ,  whence the b i rd  is cal led the "rain 

i n  some par t s  of England. I n  Scotland and the north of England the plaint ive 

note of the chaffinch is considered a sign of rain. When boys hear i t  they imitate 

i t  and then r e fe r  rhymingly t o  the expected conaequence -0 weetl  Wcett Dreepl 

Dreepl'I Guckoos were reputod t o  forotcll ra in  as f a r  back a s  the time of Hesiod. 

Some of our so-.caIled "rain C r o w s I f  i n  America a re  cuclcoos; t h i s  name being borne 

especially by the yellon.-&illed cuclcoo. The black an is  of Mexico and southward 

are  also known as r a in  crows. The- ra in  b i r d  of India i s  a quail. 

That a l l  these birds ,  l i k e  animals of many other kinds, grow excited and 

noisy during the approach of rainy o r  stormy weather is  probably t m e ,  but the f a c t  

that  the i r  c r i e s  a re  sc) familiar as weather prognostics i s  due i n  par t  t o  the in- 

creased audib i l i ty  of all aounds at such timee. 

horns do n o t  grow more vociferous before a shower, but t'neir Sounds a r e  then more 

noticeable than usual) because $he cloudiness and high humidity of the air preceding 

Locomotive whistles and aui~mobile  

the s torm are  conducive to  tho transmission of sound. 
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