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P m L  HEATING 

The f a c t  that  indoor weather plays a vast ly  important par t  i n  the l ives  

of c iv i l ized  human beings explains why, i n  th i s  se r ies  of desultory jo t t ings ,  we 

have sometimes adverted t o  such topics as the heating, vent i la t ing and air-condi- 

tioning of buildings. 

A novel feature  of the new Br i t i sh  Embassy building now nearing completion 

i n  Vashington i s  i t s  system of “panel heating.11 

Which supplias hot water t o  co i l s  of pipe embedded j u s t  above the aurfaco of the 

There is a central  bo i l e r  plant,  

P las te r  coil ings.  

heating season-somotimes as low as 75 and never higher than 120. 

These cei l ings w i l l  be kept a t  moderato tompcraturos during tho 

Hoat radiated 

f r o m  them w i l l  pass through the a i r  without heating i t  t o  any groat cxtont and with- 

out Sett ing up air  Currents, such as a re  produced by hot-air  vsnts,  hot-water pipee 

and steam pipes placed near the f l o o r .  The radiant heat w i l l  be absorbed by objects 

on which i t  fa l l s ,  including huaan beings, i n  proportions varying a i t h  the n a t ~ r e  

and color of the surface exposed t o  i t ,  juet  as i n  the case of objects exposed t o  

Bunshine out of doors. ’phus people w i l l  be comfortably warm when the indoor air it- 

self i s  decidedly colder than it  would need t o  be kept t o  ineure comfort n i th  any 

other system of heating. 

Panel heating has h i ther to  been unknown i n  America but there a re  many in- 
b -  

s ta l la t ions  i n  England, where i t  is  said t o p o r e  economical of fue l ,  eas ie r  t o  con- 

t r o l ,  more uniform in operation and more conducive t o  comfort than the older methods 

of indoor  heating. 
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