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IEA.THXR @D HAY FEVER 
II The numerous pollen surveys" carried out i n  recent years have shown 

s t r ik ing  re la t ions  between atmospheric conditions end the preval.ence i n  the atmos- 

phere of the pollens that  cause hay fever. The most important weather eleaents in  

th i s  connection are  wind and rainfal l . .  High winds great ly  increase the abundance 

of any par t icular  hay-fever pollen during the season of pol l inat ion of the plant i n  

question, and the amount i s ,  of course, a lso increased i f  the winds blow from the 

direction of a neighboring area i n  which the plant i s  especially colllmolz. 

Physicians note that  a pers is tent  ra in  brings marked r e l i e f  to hay fever 

Patients. 

c ip i t a t e  the pollen f loa t ing  i n  the air and t o  prevent more pollon f r o m  r i s ing  f r o m  

!!The action of the rain," sayd D r .  W i l l i a m  ScheppgmlX, "is t o  Pre- 

the e f fec ts  of inhaled pollen t o  pass o f f ,  the pationt has r e l i e f  u n t i l  the r a i n  

i s  Over and a wind of suf f ic ien t  velocity again in fe s t s  the air with the hay-fover 

Pollens. 

again be carried into the air and continue tho i r  irritating effect- 

i s  not the case. 

I t  has been supposed that  the pollens that  a r e  procipitatod by ra in  m Y  

This, however, 

Tho principal var ie t ioe of pollen havo boon tostod in OLW biolog- 

ical laboratory and i t  has beon found that  the submorsion Of the Pollens i n  a large 

m o u n t  of water removes the i r  irritating propertiesot '  

( A l l  r igh ts  reserved by Science SorViCe, Inc.) 

SCIENCE. SEEVICE, 

Washington, D.C. 
2 1 ~ t  and B\Sts . ,  


