
Released U ~ O D  receipt 
but intended f o r  use 
k%y 23, 1930 ? WHY THE VJEAITUiR 'I wiled M a y  16,  19% 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l a ,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

W3ATHE.R RECOF-DE fN COLRT 

Some years ago a German meteorol.ogist, Dr. Carl Kassner, published a good- 

sized book on the uses of weather reports  and weather information i n  court proceed- 

ings; a branch of applied science that might be cal led "meteorological jurispruaenee." 

There is a l m o s t  no end t o  the var ie ty  of evidence concerning weather that is  pi-e- 

sentad i n  trials and lawsuits; hence the o f f i c i a l  weather services i n  a l l  cOuntrie8 

a re  constantly cal led upon f o r  in formt ion  with which to  verify o r  refute  the state- 

ments o f  witnesses on that subject. 

In the United States  not a day passes on which the Weather Bureau is not 

called upon t o  supply c e r t i f i e d  copies of weather records f o r  use i n  legal  procoed- 

o r  on which the o f f i c i a l s  i n  charge of some of the Bureau's 200 etations are n o t  

personally to  court t o  t e s t i f y  about weather. Here is a typical case: 

Some years ago a woman i n  D e t r o i t  sued the c i t y  f o r  damages as the resul t  

She claimed that the accident, which happened at night i n  of 8 fa l l  on the $treet .  

the middle of January on a specified date, was caused by flagstones that had beon 

removed f r o m  the pavement by order of the c i t y  council, and that she had s tmbled  

Over the stones and then slipped i n  a puddle of rainwater9 The records Of tho 

weather s ta t ion  showed that the temperature on the date  i n  question ranged f r o m  2 t o  

19 above zero and that nei ther  r a in  nor snow had recently fa l len.  The complainant 

l o s t  her case. 

In  a large number of cases evidence i a  sought bearing on the question of 

v i s i b i l i t y  and the poss ib i l i ty  of recognizing persons at a cer ta in  distance, 
re la te  t o  such matters as wet or d r y  clothing, footsteps i n  Snow o r  mu8, e%c* 

Others 
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