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OLD DE'LUSTONS ABOUT CLIMATE 
-_I_-- 

Exaggerated notions as t o  the intensi ty  of cold i n  high latitudos and of 

hoat i n  low la t i tudes,  vcry provalont i n  tha world today, havo b o w  handed down 

f rom the ancient Groelr gcogrzphors, most of whom believed both the torri&iand the 

f r i g i d  zones t o  be uninhabitable on account of the i r  extreme temperatures. 

Geographers and t ravelers  of the middle ages kept such delusions al ive.  

Dr. Nansen, i n  h i s  "Northern Mists," quotes a mediaeval writer on the climatic 

conditions endured by the Icelanders as follows: "These people a l so  a re  good 

Christians, but i n  winter they dare not leave the i r  underground holes on account 

of the t e r r ib l e  cold. For if they go out they a re  smitten by such ' terr ible  cold 

that they lose the i r  color l i k o  lepers and swell up, If by chance they blow t h e i r  

nose, i t  comes o f f  and thoy throw i t  

Tho twolf th century traveler Bnjamin  of Tudela writes of Russia: 'WJ 

one issues fo r th  f r o m  h is  house i n  winter time on account of the cold. People a r e  

t o  be found there who have l o s t  the t i p s  of t he i r  noses by reason of the f T O s t * "  

The same writer t e l l s  us tha t  i n  southern India nobody leaves his  house 8 x 1  mmm@r 

on account of the sun. 
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