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--- CURIOUS THUNilER 

An unusual case of thunder i n  the zeni th  w i t h o u t  v i s i b l e  l igh tn ing  i s  de- 

scribed i n  a book of the last century by Charles Tomlinson. I n  September, 1857, tk 

wr i t e r  was s tay ing  a t  a small v i l l a g e  i n  Rhenish Prussia. The weather had been hot 

and the sk i e s  genera l ly  c l e a r  f o r  some weeks. Ona day, when the sun was screened : 

f o r  a time by clouds, he took a w a l k  i n  the  surrounding country. 

m i l e  s i t t i n g  at the foo t  of a t r e e  reading, h i s  a t t e n t i o n  was romated ly  

disturbed by what appeared. t o  be the irregular f i r i n g  of muskotry, as though a 

l i n e  o f  so ld i e r s  had discharged t h e i r  muskets i n  succession, and the f a c t  that the 

so ld i e r s  had ac tua l ly  been exermising i n  the neighborhood scomod to account f o r  the 

Phenomenon. 

"But presently,l '  he says,  "tho supposod f i r i n g  was heard exac t ly  ovorhead, 

and on looking upwards a cloud was observed, of no g r e a t  ex ten t ,  in which a s o r i o s  

of rapid explosions was taking plaoc. 

in other  p a r t s  bocome b r igh t  and c lear .  

i n t o  another cloud above i t ,  but the l igh tn ing  "as too  f a i n t  t o  be seen. The ex- 

plosions would continue f o r  about f i v e  minutes, then cease f o r  a few minutes, and 

begin again. The f i n e  weather continued f o r  some 

days longer, bu t  t r ans i en t  thunderstorms had occurred -In thc nhighborhood." 

Tho cloud f loa t ed  alone i n  tho slcy, which had 

The cloud was evidently discharging i t s e l f  

The cloud gradually disappeared, 
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