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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

PNClEXT LIGHTNING-RODS? 

Not long a f t e r  Benjamin Franklin invented the lightning-rod, several 

scholars ondeavored t o  prove from statemonts found i n  anciont works that  more o r  

less limilar contrivances were known t o  the ancient Hindus, Greslcs, R o m ~ s ,  Hebrcws, 

and other peoples. 

the idea i s  no longer cntertainod by any competent authority,  but i t  s t i l l  crops UP 

from time t o  time. 

None of t he i r  contcations on th i s  subject were conclusive and 

J. D. Michaelis, a Gorman b ib l ica l  scholar of the eighteenth century, ap- 

Pears t o  have been the f i r s t  t o  chnmpion tho bel ief  that tho Temple at Jerusalem 

Was protected by lfghtning-rods. Josephus has l e f t  us a descri?tion of thc m u l t i -  

tude of gilded iron points projecting from tho golden roof of tho building, but he 

also s t a t e s  that  these points were intended to  keop tho roof clean by provonting 

birds from l igh t ing  on it. 

We do not know whether tho original Temple of Solomon, o r  i t s  succeseor, b u i l t  by 

Zerubbabol, was similarly adornod. 

The Temple ho describes was tho one b u i l t  by Hcrod, and 

Arago and other au thor i t ies  have suggested that theso points,  togothor 

with the gilded roof, tho gilded plating of the malls and tho metal pipos that 

carried the r a in  water from the roof t o  c i s te rns  a l l  sorved t o  pyotect the building 

from l ightning though they wero not designod for that purpose. 

I t  appoars that  there is  no record of one of tho three Templos having ever 

been struck by l ightning, but thunderstorms a r e  not very common at Jerusalem; 

modern s t a t i s t i c s  show an avorago of seven a year. 
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