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- OPPCEITION 111 GFITT?IXG-RC!I)S 

Nowadays, vhen churches throughout Christandom a r e ,  as a r u l e ,  equipped 

with lightning-rods, i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a l i z e  the v i o l s n t  opgositl.on tha t  rsl.igiouc 

fans t ia i sm once offered t o  the use of these devices even on secular buildings. 

Tho groa t  oarthquako of November 18, 1755, i n  New England mas widely as- 

cribed t o  F rank l in ' s  then newly invented rod. The t e r r i b l e  Lisbon earthquake had 

occurred i n  the same month. The Rev. Thomas Prince,  pas to r  of the Old South Church, 

published a sermon on th i s  subject and expressed t ? e  opinion that the  frequency of 

these d i s a s t e r s  was due t o  the a rec t ion  of piiron points invcnta l  by the sagacious 

Mr. Franklin.11 He goos on: "In Boston a r e  mors arectod than anywhere e l s e  i n  NCW 

England, and Boston seoms t o  bz niorc drsadfu l ly  sh&.enuit 

Three yoars l a t a r ,  John Adam, speaking of a conv.?rsation with Lrbuthnot, 

a Boston physician, says: 

m m t i n g  i ron  rods t o  draw ti.12 l igh tn ing  from th\? clouds. Ho r a i l d  and foamed 

aga ins t  th3 po in t s  and the prcsum.ption tha t  crccted them. Ho talked of presuming 

upon God, as Potcr  attcmpt;7d t o  mlk upon th3 n s t x ,  nnd of attcmpting t o  cont ro l  

"He began t o  p r a t e  upon th.? prosumption of philosophy i n  

the a r t i l l c r y  of 

"As l a t e  8 s  1770,t1 says D r .  Andrew D. White, Ifreligious scruples regarding 

lightning-rods were s t i l l  f e l t ,  the theory being t h a t ,  as thunder. and l igh tn ing  were 

tokens of the divine d i s p l e a s u r e , i t  was impiety t o  prevent t'iseir doing t h e i r  fu l l  

I n  Catholic countries the usa of lightning-rods vas long opposed by the 

clergy, not only on the ground tna t  they were designed t o  thwart t h s  will of God, but 

a l s o  becauso they were thz invention of a h e r e t i c ,  
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