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N o t  a l l  meteors a r e  shooting stars. When Whittiel' says i n  f1Snow40und,11 

"In s t a r ry  f lake  and pe l l i c l e  
A l l  day the hoary meteor f e l l , ! '  

he is of course, writing of snow, which, according t o  an old-fashioned sc i en t i f i c  

Classification, i s  one of the Ifaqueous meteors," others of ~ h i c h  are rain, h a i l ,  devr, 

c;Eaud, etc. According t o  the same clhssiffoat ion,  winds and stoime a re  Ifaerial 

meteors,!' the opt ical  phenomena of the atmosphere, such as rainbows and halos, a r e  

f'hminous meteors, ( 1  ~ d i i l o  l ightning is classed as an lligneoua rnetoorr l l  

The word '!meteorl! comes from the Greek and means l i t e r a l l y  a thing tha t  i s  

raised a l o f t ;  i .e.,  above the gromd. Ar is to t le ,  however, in hig great work on 

meteorology includes among the I!meteors11 a wide range of natural  phenomena that  he 

supposed t o  havs the i r  location balow tho lcvol of the stars but that Were n o t  a l l  

above tho earth16 surfacc. 

Wakes i n  the other. Most of them, libwever, belong t o  the atmosphere. Aris tot le  

Thoy include tha milky way i n  ond direct ion and earth- 

and many m i t e r e  a f t e r  him regarded shooting s t a r s  as one of the many kin& of 

meteor; 

It i s  somewhat curious that while the word f!meteortl i s  now, in tho Englislw 

Speaking world, and except i n  somewhat archaic language, applied exclusivoly t o  a 

shooting star, ~~meteorology~~ i s  appliad exclusively t o  tha science of tho atmosphcra, 

The branch of knowledgo dealing with shooting s t a r s  i s  usually known as b c t e o r i c  

astronomy, 
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