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TEE THURINGIAN DULUGRH

Cloudburst floods occurring in hilly or mcuntainous. country are somctimes
very destructive of life and prcperty because, owing to the rapid run-off, small
brooks and streams arc suddenly converted into raging torrents. In most cascs such
floods are confinod to emall areas, but the #Thuringian Deluge® was an exception.
The event rcmembered under this name occurred in the year 1613, and the tremendous
sensation it caused is indicated by the crop of contemporary literature it produced;
dozens of pamphlets rclating to it are still extant. 4 bibliography of these publi-
cations was compiled some years ago by Dr. Gustav Hellmann.

On May 29 a group of thunderstorms, attended by heavy rain and hail, passed
northeast from Switzerlend over Gercany. In the hilly region cf Thuringia, within
a radius of 30 or 40 miles from the town of Welmar, rain began late in the after-
noon and lasted eight or nine hours; the effects indicate a probablg rainfall dur-
ing that time of from 3 to 5 inches. TFloods occurrcd throughout this region, and
a8 the sudden rise of water took place at night many pecple wewe drowned in their
beds. The total loss of lifc amounted to more than £00 and there was lmmense
destruction of property. At Weimer alone, where the water of the Tlm rose 25 feet
above its usual level, 88 persons perished.
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