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ZIGZAG LIGHTNING 

Only within the last  four o r  f i ve  years has the motion-picture industry 

discovered the f ac t  that  l ightning, however much i t  may twist and meandor i n  i t s  

Path across the sky, never turns sharp angles. Zigzag lightning was formerly th? 

rule ra ther  than the exception on the screen, just a s  i t  was once universal fn  the 

drawings and paintings of great artists, but i t  is  unknown i n  nature. 

"h0 first  person t o  c a l l  a t ten t ion  t o  the mistake of  tho artists in  this 

matter wa6 the Scottish engineer James Nasmyth, who was the son of a landscape 

Painter. A t  a meeting of the Br i t i sh  Association f o r  the Advancement of SCienCO i n  

1856 he s ta ted that  " i n  no instance among the many thunderstorms whoso progress ho 

hid most a t ten t ive ly  watched had he ever observed such foms of l ightning as tha t  

uSUally ropresented i n  works of art; i n  a l l  such the a r t i s t s  invariably adopt a 

conventional form,  namoly, that  of a zigzag combination of s t ra ight  l ines." 

believed the error  of the a r t i s t s  originated i n  t'ne form given t o  the t h u d m h l t  

in the hand of Zeus as sculptured by the ancient Greeks. 

NaSmYtl! 

Some decades a f t e r  those remarks wore ut tered the photography of l ight-  

ning began to  be common, and the photographs all showed that he was r igh t  i n  bo- 

l iming  that l ightning i s  never t ru ly  zigzag. 

Sinuous curves, and i t  o f ton  bmnchos, but a sharp angle is very raroly soen i n  a 

Photograph, and i t  is  then doubtless an e f fec t  of perspective. 

I ts  path gonorally includes many 
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