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-- ZONES OF SILENCF: 

During the past three decades frequent discussions have apneared in scion- 

t i f i c  journals concerning the e r r a t i c  range of a u d i b i l i t y  of loud sounds, such as 

those of heavy cannonading, accidental  explosions and volcanic eruptions, It f re- 

Wontly happcns t h a t  such sounds a r e  audible within an arm of irre$ul& shape sur- 

mmding  the SOUTCC, beyond which l i e a  n llzono of si lenco,(l  i n  which tho sound is  

n o t  heard, whilo beyond t h i s  again thars  a r e  plzccs mhoro the sound i s  audiblo. 

Sometimes there a r e  two or morc zonos of s i loncc with zoncs of a u d i b i l i t y  beyond 

them. 

The bombardments of the world war brought f o r t h  many discussions of t h i s  

subject,  and within recent years the phenomenon has been systematically investigate< 

with the a i d  of explosions s e t  off f o r  the purpose, the reception of the sounds 

baing noted not only by ear  bu t  a180 by reg is te r ing  microphones, etc.  

heard beyond t h e  s i l e n t  zone a ro  supposed t o  t rave l  t o  g rea t  heights i n  the atmos- 

Phore and then re turn  t o  earth;  

concerning atmospheric conditions a t  high levels  

The sounds 

hence t h e i r  study has led  t o  various hypotheses 

Observations of s i l c n t  zones are not  a l l  of recent &to. Popys, i n  his 

diary, t e l l s  how pcoplo congregated i n  Hydo Park i n  June, 1666, t o  l i s t e n  t o  the 

gUnS of tho English and Dutch ships f igh t ing  on tho North Sca, though no sounds of 

fight wort hoard at Doal and Dover, on the COaStt. 
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