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K4JZ -- WII PAN SO-C.ALLED 

Besidcs snowflakes there a re  three kinds of frozen water that  f a l l  from 

the sky. In ordinary language they are often classed together as t lha i l , l t  but f o r  

sc ien t i f ic  purposes i t  is desirable t o  dist inguish them under d i f fe ren t  names. One 

of these takes the form of l i t t l e  snowballs, about the s ize  of coarse shot, which 

crumble eas i ly  and have therefore been commonly cal led "sof t  h a i l , "  but the German 

name "graupel" is  now generally given t o  t h i s  kind of precipi ta t ion i n  sc i en t i f i c  

works. 

fragments of c lear  ice -- frozen raindrops -- that sometimes f a l l  i n  cold weather, 

I t  f a l l s  only i n  cold weather. Then there a r o  the small pe l l e t s  or  angular 

often mixed with ordinary rain. 

Prescribeg. the name ijsleetll f o r  these par t ic les ,  which s t i l l  lack an o f f i c i a l  name 

!Che United States Weather Bureau has o f f i c i a l ly  

i n  Great B r i t a i n ,  orheye llsleetll means a mixture of ra in  and snow. 

rain" has been applied t o  them i n  publications of the International Meteorological 

The term "ice- 

Organization, and the narne ~lico-shotll has been suggested by an  English metoorolog,ist. 

Las t ly ,  there is  tmct h a i l ,  a distinguishing feature of which i s  that i t  

ia,composed par t ly  o f  ice  and par t ly  of snow, a,rrangod in  a l te rna te  layers. 

Peculiar s t ructure  of the hailstone i s  explained by the f ac t  that hail i s  formed i n  

This 

a region o f  turbulent, air a t  the f ront  of a tkmndorstorm, mhere i t  mr.dcos several 

Jouineys up and dom bei;veon relatkooly w a r m  and re la t ive ly  cold leve ls  of the 

atmosphere. Most hailstones a re  approximately spherical o r  somewhat conical, but 

others and very s t r ik ing  shapes are  sometimes found. Occasionally the surface i s  

encrusted with curious c rys ta l l ine  growths. Hail f a l l s  mainly i n  w a r m  weather, 

though i t  i s  not  absolutely unknown i n  the polar r e g i o x .  
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