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OIID ICUS LFOUT 3 2  GHTNIBG - --- 
"lie attcm2ts of priinitive races t o  explain l ightnlag led t o  the development 

of numerous nyths, m l > s t  of which iaent i fy  the discharge of the thunderstorm with the 

weapons of an avenging deity, 

Greek and Latin poetry, but ,  i n  common with other mythical interpretations of nature, 

i t  was discarded by t h e  c la s s i ca l  philogophers. 

Greece and E~me we f ind  several r i v a l  hypotheses t:, account f o r  lightning, but they 

This conce?tion, as everybody knows, prevails i n  

In the philosophical writ ings of 

are a l l  se t  f c r t h  i n  a r a t iona l i s t i c  s p i r i t ,  and, as a ru le ,  the popular supersti- 

%:Ions on t h i s  subject are igmrod. Ar is to t le ,  i n  h i s  great work on meteorology, 

l*@vims the principzl expleaation8 o f  Lightnins propsed  by other Greek philosophers 

and presents h i s  own idea3 rsgarding th i s  Fhsnomencm. 

Even in the darkn.eas of the middle ages, while soms wri te rs  discussed 

l k h t n i n g  en t i re ly  f rom the standpoint o f  theology, there were m y  who wrote i n  a 

more philosophical s p i r i t ,  b ~ r r ~ w i n g  the i r  ideas gencjrally f w m  the c lass ica l  author- 

i t i es :  i n  the ear i for  centurles mt.,inly fmrn PZiny and t G w s i 4  the close of the 

middle ages a l m o s t  en i i re ly  from Aristot2e. 

Thus while Tertullian quotes s c r i p t e a  to  prove tha t  l ightning i s  ident ical  

With h e l l  f i r e  -- whence the sulphurous smell  o'bserved d w h g  thuiderstorms) -- the 

hnlni;ac ncrk: John of San Gominiano decl.aren thEct thundor3olts a r e  "forged out of a 

dry vapor r i s i n g  f rom the ear th  and kindled. by the heat o f  the upper airi1 -- an echo 
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