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The myth of the thunder b i rd  harJ prevailed in various forns amo-ng the 

North Americm Icdfans. On the north Pacif ic  coast the b i rd  was supposed t o  be 

Catching tnhales during a thunderctorm and whales vere said t o  have been seen 

dropped i n t o  t rees  with the marlzs of talons on them There a re ,  however, various 

versiom of the myth i n  that  region. 

with the l ightning sndce, worn l i k e  a sash around i ts  body and cast  down as a streak 

h o n g  the Nootka the thunder b i r d  is associatsd 

of lightnfng, k i l l i n g  the mh2le. 

James 0. Swan, writing of the Indians of Cape Fla t te ry ,  says tha t  among 

the t r ibes  on that  par t  of the coast the thwder  bird is supposed t o  be a gigantic 

Indian, variously known E ~ F ;  Xn-hi tch ,  Thlu-kI.u.ta and Turtutshe 

'!This giant," he Q&YS, "livas on the highost mountains and h i s  food con- 

S i S t S  of whales. When he i s  i n  want of food he puts on a garment consisting of a 

bird's head, a pair of i;n;nence wings and a feather  covering fol; hi6 body, Around 

h i s  waist he t ie3  the iia-h&-to-.ak, o r  l ightning f i s h ,  which bears some f a i n t  re- 

semblance t o  the sea horse (Hippocampus). This animal has a head 8s shnrp as a 

knifo and a red tongue, which m&os the f i r e .  The l?hlu-kl.uts, having arrayod him- 

s e l f ,  spreads h i s  viags and sails over the ocean till he aces a whaley 

k i l l s  by dart!.r,g tho ha.-h&-tc-dc dovn in to  ito body, which he then soizcs i n  h i s  

T O W e ? i ^ u l  c l a w  and car r ies  a m y  i n t o  the mountains t o  sat at h i s  loisUTev1l 

This he 

( A l l  rights roserved by Scioncc Sorvice, Inc.)  

SCIEIK!E SMVI CE 

Vashington, D.C. 
2 l s t  a d  B StS- 


