
Mailed June 28, ,1930 

Soon a f t e r  lightning-rods were f i r s t  ins ta l led  on buildings attempts 

consisted of l o r g  s t r i p s  of cop?,s;c, jointed at intervals  of a few f e e t ,  and lashed 

to a rope, Prhic'n was meant t o  be hung from a metal spike a t  the t o p  of each mst 

and allowsd t o  dangle thence into the sea. 

to 311 Br i t i sh  nzval vessels,  but they were so d i f f i c u l t  t o  keap i n  place during a 

stct'm and so  much i n  the way of the geamen tha t ,  in  most  cases, thcy were stowed 

Conductors of t h i s  pat tern were suppliod 

al%' i n  a locker below-decks and nt?vex USOL 

!%e urge3 t need of lightaing-rods on the old-time ~ 7 0 ~ d . o n  ships, however, 

rpaS mado evidonb when V. Snow Harris compi1,ed a l i s t  of more than 260 naval vesrwls  

that had been ilaniagcd by l,iglitn5r!g beween 1799 znd 1832. 

*et  on f i r o ,  some mere destroys3, and about 200 s3tLmr)n were k i l l e d  o r  sevsrel-y 

i%hred, 

Q-,bli'oLw;sat,.of coppc? pla tes  attach& daivxtly t o  tho mezsts, 

by the h y a l  I\Tavy and proved en t i re ly  successful, huit tboy cessed t o  be needed 

&my of the ships were 

Harris deviso.3 a mors p:ractical cDndustor than gatson! s, C6ilSj.G$j.ilg o f  

Thew were adopted 

the advent of rncdsrn s toe l  mcii-of--wrZr, Ehich, v i t b  the i r  metal rigging, are 

( A l l  ri&fs reserved by Science Service, Tnc.) 

SC I E2CCX SERVICE , 
21ct arid B Sts,,,, 
Vashingtm, D. C. 


