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By Charles Fitrhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The elaborate s torm signals displayed along the China coast a r e  a s t r ik ing  

Contrast t o  the s i q d e  combinations of f lags ,  cones and the like used in  most  other 

Parts of the world t o  adviso mariners of approaching tenposts. The systom was in t ro-  

duced by the French Je su i t  meteorologists of the Z&awoi Observatory, near Shanghai, 

but i s  employed gbnorally at tho  s ignal  s ta t ions on t h o  coasts of China and Indo-China. 

Tho signals are wdo by means of symbols of various geometrical shapes 

hoistod at tho yardarms and masthead of a, signal  mst. There a re  ten of theso symbols, 

each of which f o r  cer ta in  purposes represents one of the numbers from 0 t o  9. Two 

types of signal a re  displayed. One whoa$!,the location and moveaents of typhoons and 

continental depressions; the o t h e r  gives warning of gales threet @nh&. par t icu lar  

d i s t r i c t s  and indicates the direct ion from which tho wind is expected t o  blow, 

The former type is  the more elaborate, In  t h i s  case3 tho symbols suspandod 

f r o m  one yardarm indicate the l a t i t ude  and longitude of tho area within which the 

s t o r m  l i e s ,  those at the other yardarm give the direction of movement and cortain 

other information, while a symbol at tho masthead shows tho timo when tho warning 

Was issued. A t  Shanghai combinations of rod and mhito lanterns arc displayod by 

night t o  show the location of a storm area. An almost  eq)lally olaborato systam is amployod 

at the stom-signal s ta t ions of J q a n .  
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