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LCORTNG OUT FOR FIE% WEATYER 

The chief fue l  of f o re s t  f i r e s  is  the I1duff1l o r  l i t t c r  lying on the ground 

u d c r  the t rces ,  and the U.S. Forost Servicc uses an i n s t m c n t  cal led the Ifduff 

hggromotertt f o r  f inding out  t'ne degree of moisture i n  t h i s  materisl. 

spring a fo re s t  officer discovorcd by tais moans t ha t  tho l i t t c r  i n  a ccr ta in  

Ilf.cstern f o r o s t  was dangerously dry, Immcdiatcly fo r ty  mon wcrc tctkon f r o m  ordinary 

duties i n  the fo re s t  and s e t  t o  work looking out f o r  possible f i r o e  o r  mobilizcd i n  

readiness t o  f i gh t  the f i r e s  whon thoy broke outr 

One day l a a t  

Tnis episode, re la ted by H.T. Gisborne, of the Forest Service, i s  typical 

of the way i n  which for=s tSm nowadays depend upon icstruments rather than t h e i r  

personal impressions i n  detemining the degree of f i r e  hazard i n  the forest .  I n  

another recent case, according t o  the same authority,  humidity was observed t o  be 

l o w  both in  the duff and the air, i d i c a t i n g  more dangerous conditions than would 

have been apparent, without instrumental aid,  t o  tho oxporienced forester.  

emzrgency was at once dcclerod and many additional mcn were placed on duty as patrols  

An 

f %re-f ightcrs. 

"In s t i l l  another case,t1 says W .  Gisborno, !!tho 36-hour woather forecast  

received on a largc f i r e  that was being fought indicated a change i n  mind direction 

f i o m  southwest t o  north. Tactics of suppression mcre modified accordingly, one head 

of the f i r e ,  nhich had becn unapproachsblo, was attacked, and an en t i re  mountainsido, 

which o f f i c i a l s  had dospairod of swing ,  vas szved from dos,tpuction. It 
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