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-- HAIL nAum PLANTS 

I n  connection with the recent rapid growth of hail insurance i n  the United 

States and Canada i t  is becoming a matter of much importance t o  investigate the 

nature of hail injury to  plants. Of course the e f fec ts  of hai l  vary greatly,  not 

only with the intensi ty  of the a tom,  but also w4th the kind of plant ,  i t s  stage Of 

development and various other cfrcums tames. 

In  Europe, where insurance against  hail  has been practiced on a large 

scale f o r  more than a century, an elaborate technique of estimating d q s s  t o  crops 

has been developed, and there is a largo fund of l i t e r a tu re  on the  subject,  cspecial- 

l Y  i n  Geman. I n  some cases tho c 3 S t ~ t € 3 3  of damago W e  rnade by agonts of the cm- 

Panios and i n  other cases by persons selectod by the local  authorit ies.  Such per- 

son8 a re  supposed t o  be familiar with each kind of crop covered by' insurance, w i t h  

the average y ie ld  i n  each loca l i t y  and with current market prices. They must also 

be able t o  determine the poss ib i l i ty  of recuperation, o r  of replanting, etc, Lastly, 

they must be able t o  distinguish between the damage wrought by hail and tha t  due 

t o  ra in,  wind, insects and plant  diseases. 

The expert looks especially f o r  the character is t ic  spots produced on the 

SUIfacs of plants  by the impact of hailstones-a cer ta in  indication that the damage 

i s  due t o  hai l  rather than some other came. Wherever these marks appear the plant 

ce i l s  have been k i l l e d ,  though the injury i e  not necessarily severe enough to  affect  

the vigor of the plant* 
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