
Science Service Feature 
Beleased upon receipt  
but intended f o r  use 
J U l Y  17, 1930. ? FPKYTHE:lREATHER ? Mailed July 10, 1930. 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

EARLY ACCOUNTS "SPOUTS 'I 

IISpout 11 phenomena--including waterspouts and h d s p o u t s  ( tornadoes>.nere 

doubtless well known to  the ancient Greeks and Eomans, as they a re  of ra ther  frequent 

occurrence on the Mediterranean and the adjacent lands, yet  no def in i te  account of 

them is found i n  the i r  writings. In f a c t  the e a r l i e s t  descr$ptions that s o t  fo r th  

c lear ly  the character is t ics  of these whirls date from the middle of the 16th ce?ilx:qr 

Of Our era, 

and One by the Portuguese poet Camoens i n  hie famous epic l?i!he Lusiad.1' 

One is given by Olaus Magnus i n  his  ''History of the Northern Natioilu,ll 

A tornado that  occurred near Rheims on August 10, 1680, i s  described i n  

de ta i l  by a French p r i e s t  named I,tamy i n  a book f i r s t  published i n  1689. The author 

saw t h i s  stom and made a careful inspection of i t a  path. An even more circumtan-I.. 

t/.aaccount of a tornado that occurred near Pad- on July 29, 1686, together with in- 

formation concerning other I t a l i a n  tomadoes, iS found i n  a work written by A. 

Montanari, professor at the  University of Padua, publiehed i n  1694, some years a f t e r  

BtOm of 1686, i ts  speed of travel,  etc. 

Both Lamyla and Montanarils works Contain pictures of landspouta. A 

Picture of a waterspout is given i n  the IlJournal des Voyagee de Me de Monconys," 

Published i n  1665. lfne s p a t  was soen and drawn by the author near Sardinia i n  1649, 

The ea r l i e s t  published chart  of a tornado path i s  probably the one conc 

taincd i n  a pmphlot by Richard Bugden an t i t lod  "Tho PafMagO Of tho Hurricano from 

the Sea-side at Bo lch i l l  i n  Suesox t o  Nowingden-Levcl, t h o  Twcntioth of May 1'723t' 

(London, 1730) . 
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