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E AURORASZ 

Many cases have been reported i n  which displays of the aurora boreal is  

appeared to  be at low a l t i t udes  or even t o  extend down t o  the ear th ' s  surface. 

They have been described, f o r  example, as having been seen t o  envelop the summits 

of h i l l s  o r  aountains, o r  w i t h  a mountainside as a background. In recent years 

such reports have been generally discredited by sc i en t i f i c  authori t ies  for two 

reasonsr 

Occur tinly i n  the highly raref ied atmospheric gases found far above the earth. 

Second, the photographic measurements of auroras made i n  great  numbers f o r  many 

years past  under the direct ion of Professor Stoermer, i n  Norway, have shown none 

lower than about 27 miles, while the usual a l t i t ude  was between 60 and 70 miles. 

B'irst, tho aurora is  an e l ec t r i ca l  discharge such as would be expected t o  

Reports of low auroras continue, however, t o  appear. One o f  the most ro- 

markable tales on the subject i s  published i n  a current Swediqh sc i en t i f i c  journal, 

The wHter ,  named Hammer, who had charge of a meteorological s t a t i o n  i n  northern 

Sweden many years ago,  claims not only t o  have seen auroras res t ing  on the ground 

but to  have been enveloped i n  them. 

says, he was driving a sleigh along tho border of a lake when he saw an aurora 

f i l l i n g  the road ahead of him. 

l e f t  the s le igh and led the animal through the Blowing m i s t ,  emerging on the other 

side of  it a f t e r  a walk o f  a mile and a half. 

They resembled luminous fogs. In  one case, he 

H i s  horse halted at tho s ight ,  wheraupon Mr. Hammer 
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