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Authority on Meteorology. 

Dust from volcanoes i s  supposed t o  have caused the remarkable dry fog, o r  
.. 

dust 'haze, that  prevailed over great areP.8 of Europe, Asla, Africa and North America 

i n  the summer of 1'783. 

the psrs is tont  character of tho haze and tha peculiar appoaranco of tho sun. 

Thore a re  mny refercnces in  the l i t e r a t u r e  of tho period t o  

Gilbert  White, i n  his IINatural History of Selborne,!I says that  i n  England 

the haze began on June 16  and las ted  two months, "during which period the wind varied 

t o  every quarter without making any alterati .on i n  the air. The sun, at noon, looked 

as blank as a clouded muon, and shed a rust-colored feri?lginours.light on the ground 

and f l o o r s  of rooms, but was part icular ly  lu r id  and blood-colored a t  r i s ing  and set-  

ting. All the'time the heat was so  intense t h a t  butchers! meat could hardly be 

eaten the day a f t e r  i t  was k i l l ed ;  and f l i e s  sv:arned 60 i n  the lands and hedges that  

they rendo,red the horses half-f rant ic  and riding irksome. 

Cowper, i n  !!The Task,!! a1,ludes t o  

IfFirc3 frsm beneath, and meteors f rom above- 
Porter1 tous, unex-mpLcd, unexplainad. I f  

the word ttmeteorstt being here used i n  the o l d  aense of atmospheric phenomena i n  

general. The monks a t  the Great S t .  Bernard told De Eaussure that  the haze obsorvod 

i n  the Alps was smoke. 

The haze had i n  some places a peculiar smell ar,d was i r r i t a t i n g  t o  tho  eyes 
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