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PRAYING FOR RAIN 

A Severe drought i n  the southarn United States  a few years ago revealed 

the f a c t  t;lat a marked difference of opinion exiots  among devout Christians as t o  

the propriety of praying f o r  rain. Opposition t o  t h i s  prac t ice  on the p a r t  of 

Christians is  not ,  howevcr, a l togethar  new. Dr .  Moorhouse, who was bishop of 

Melbourne, Australia, f r o m  18'76 t o  1886, was oncz askod t o  ordor  public prayers f o r  

ra in  during a severe drou&t. 

Itme bishop refused," says D r .  Andrew D e  White, "advising the pe t i t ioners  

f o r  the f u t u r e  t o  take b e t t e r  care of t h e i r  mater supply, vibtual ly  t e l l i n g  them, 

'Heaven helps those who he lp  thernselves.1 But mos t  noteworthy i n  t h i s  matter wa8 i t  

to  t&e up the good work l a id  down by the lcunmted Bishop Frazor, of Manchester, chose 

D r .  Moorhouse; and h i s  ut terance upon metoorology, which a few genorations s ince 

would have beon regarded by the wholo Church as blasphemy, was universal ly  alluded 

t o  as an e m p l o  of strong good sense, proving him especial ly  f i t  f o r  ono of the most 

important bishoprics i n  England." 

A contemporary English motoorologist, C.J.P. Cava, mritoe: 

Qoth th9 Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church have forms of 

prayer f o r  r a i n  and f o r  f i n s  wcather, but i t  is V o r y  much t o  bo doubtzd nhother thosc 

who u s 3  them have any idea of w h a t  i t  is thoy a r e  asking for.  I t  would bo 12ss a 

miracle to  remove a mountain by praycr than by the s m o  mmns t o  br ing ra in  i n  a dry 

s p e l l ,  o r  dry weather i n  a rainy one. 
have t o  be moved against  the natural  forces  tha t  were ac t ing  at the moment. If me 
could see the air ,  and s o  have some idea of the mechanical pz'oblem involved, every- 
one mould,  I think, agree that  such things were outsido tho  province of prayor, and 
that i t  would be bordering on impiety t o  ask f o r  thorn." 

To achieve such ends, vas t  masses of a i r  would 
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