
&Science Service Feature 
Releaeaii upon rece ip t  
but intended f o r  use 
Ju ly  25, 1930 Mailed July 18, 1930 '1 WHYTHEWEATHER ? 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A, WATERSPOUT 

A t  Swansea, Wales, on the afternoon of Septeuber 4, 1886, a waterspout 

was seen t o  t rave l  f r o m  the adjacent bay to  an eminence ca l led  Helvey H i l l .  The 

l a t t e r  is about 650 f e e t  high, and the upper p a r t  i s  almost v o r t i c a l ,  while on the 

lower slopes some rows of  housos had been b u i l t .  When the spout struck the h i l l  

groat to r ren ts  o f  water rushod down the slopes, b u r s t  through tho uppor row o f  houses 

and car r ied  a l l  the movable contents in to  the s t r e e t  below. Many people wore 

washed from a back room i n t o  a f r o n t  room, out of the door and down the h i l l ,  The 

amount of ear th  and rock washed down by tho torrent  was estimated a t  8,000 tons. . 

None of the r a i n f a l l  s ta t ions  around Swansea recorded as much as two 

inches of ra in  on tho day i n  quostion, and i t  soems probable that  most of tho wator 

that f e l l  on Relvey H i 1 1  vas not r a i n  but  was wator drawn up by the spout during its 

Passage ovor the bay. 

two spouts drew nearly a l l  tho mater out of a pool over which they passod, carr iod 

i t  up about 60 f e e t  and deposited i t  at a placo 200 yards away. 

ovente of t h i s  s o r t  tha t  explain occasional showers of smll f i s h e s ,  frogs, snails 

and the l ike .  

A case was recorded at Banbury, England, i n  1873 i n  which 

Presumably i t  i s  
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