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BURNING A HOLE I N  A FOG 

A small-scale experiment i n  the a r t i f i c i a l  d i ss ipa t ion  of fog t h a t  “worked!‘ 

i s  described i n  the current  Bul le t in  o f  the American Meteorologicnl Society on the 

authori ty  of R, c .  Soney. Here i s  the s tory:  

“ A  p i l o t  t&ing off  f rom Cleveland f o r  New Yo& w a s  informed t h a t  while the 

air  was c l e a r  both a t  Bellefonte,  Pa., and Hadley F ie ld ,  N.Y. , the visibility was 

decreasing and clouds showed a tendency t o  c lose in. The p i l o t ,  however, decided 

t o  risk the f l i g h t ,  thinking that he could land a t  Bellefonte i n  case Hadley F ie ld  

were foggy. 

impracticable. 

Reaching Bellefonte,  the p i l o t  found the f i e l d  foggy and the landing 

Hadley F ie ld  was s t i l l  c lear .  Vhen half  way f r o m  Bellefonte to  

Hadley there  came the report  by radio that  fog had closed i n  on Hadley. Without 

suf f ic ien t  gas t o  r e t u r n  to Cleveland and with no landing practicable a t  Bellefonte,  

the p i l o t  continued toward Hadley. 

“The ground organization at Hadley, of which M r .  Soney was then a member, 

could soon hear the a i rp lane  c i r c l i n g  overhead, and now and then t h r o t t l i w  down and 

almost making a landing, but zooming up again just before it could have touched the 

gmund. The fog was too dense. Realizing that the p i l o t  would soon be out of gas 

and would have to land somewhere, the ground organization undertook t o  burn a holc 

through the fog by pouring and igni t ing two 50-gallon hogsheads of gasoline i n  the 

center of the f ie ld .  

around the f i r e  watching f o r  a hole, 

The p i l o t ,  who was apprised by radio of the plan,  c i r c l e d  arouni! 

A s  the f i r e  died down a hole appoared, through 

which the p i l o t  dived t o  a safe  landing on tho field.!’ 

Presumably the f o g  was shallow and the air was calm. Generally speaking, 

the diss ipat ion of a f 
physically impossible 

( A l l  

‘og by heating i t  i s ,  according to circumstances, e i t h e r  
or prohibi t ively expensive. 
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